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Description of Activity by Goal and Objective 
 
Goal 1: Implement a universally accepted Route 99 Corridor Master Plan (Enhancement and Business Plan 
Elements) for the 274-mile section within the San Joaquin Valley as a leading economic development strategy. 
 
Objective A: Improve Highway 99 to freeway standards to increase safety. 
 Funding has not been identified for all projects required to improve Highway 99 to freeway standards.  Caltrans and 

the San Joaquin Valley Councils of Government have pledged to scrutinize all potential sources of financing in 2008 to 
identify most viable funding option. 
 
Objective B: Increase Highway 99 capacity which will result in improved mobility and reduced congestion while protecting 
environmental resources and fostering economic vitality. 
 A joint meeting of the Transportation and ACS work groups was held in January to explore ways to facilitate 

telecommunications infrastructure being included in state highway projects in the Valley.  A resolution was adopted by the 
Partnership Board encouraging CPUC and Caltrans to improve process. Consultant attended "Wiring California" meeting 
in Sacramento on conduit issue. Discussions between COGs and Caltrans regarding potential interstate designation were 
renewed at January work group meeting. 
 
Objective C: Create a San Joaquin Valley Route 99 Corridor identity. 
 The plan to attach San Joaquin Valley Route 99 corridor logo to existing interchange signs is on hold.  Caltrans has 

determined that this plan may provide safety challenges.  Update at March Transportation Work Group meeting indicated 
no progress has been made on this issue. 
 
Objective D: Build an ongoing coalition of civic leaders to support improvements to the Highway 99 corridor. 
 Caltrans is coordinating update of the Highway 99 Master Plan Element and Business Plan Element. Two meetings 

held in Q1 2008. 
 
Goal 2: Improve safety and capacity of vital east-west corridors. 
 
Objective A: Support construction of projects to improve safety and capacity of vital east-west corridors. 
 COG directors/project managers gave update on status of east-west corridors at Q1 2008 work group meeting.  Work 

on Highway 198 is progressing.   
 
Objective B: Incorporate plans for improving east-west corridors into Regional Blueprint Plan. 
 COG directors/project managers gave update on status of east-west corridors at Q1 2008 work group meeting.  Work 

on Highway 198 is progressing. 
 
Goal 3: Improve goods movement within the region to increase economic vitality, traffic safety, and mobility. 
 
Objective A: Increase benefits to the San Joaquin Valley from goods movement through a “goods movement 
enhancement system” specific to the region. 
 Valley formed coalition with other Northern California regions to support equitable funding of Goods Movement funds 

from Prop 1B.  Staff and the California Transportation Commission recommended that five Tier 1 projects be funded from 
the Valley.  Final decision has yet to be made but indications during Q1 were that the coalition would receive funding as 
indicated in November 2007.  Carol Whiteside spoke at Valley Regional Transportation Planning Agencies conference on 
Partnership activities. 
 
Goal 4: Enhance goods movement capacity while increasing safety, decreasing congestion, improving air 
quality, and promoting economic development. 
 
Objective A: Accommodate current and future goods movement needs while improving air quality and economic 
prosperity. 
 See Goal 3, Objective A.  Shafter Intermodal Facility is among Tier 1 recommended projects. 

 
Goal 5: Develop a sustainable regionwide transit system. 
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Objective A: Implement a comprehensive and efficient alternative transportation system for intra-regional and inter-
regional passenger trips. 
 Very brief status report was given at March Transportation Work Group meeting.  Merced County Association of 

Governments applied for and received a grant to study inter-regional transit in the Valley.  The study has just gotten 
under way. 

 
Goal 7: Improve mobility through more efficient land use patterns that will reduce single-occupant trip generation 
and support use of alternative modes. 
 
Objective A: Encourage the Regional Blueprint Plan process to integrate land use and transportation planning to improve 
mobility. 
 Both the LUAH and Transportation Work Groups have members that have integral involvement at the local Blueprint 

level. The work of the Blueprint will continue through at least fall 2008.  Local meetings are making the land use/ 
transportation link. Blueprint Regional Advisory Committee (BRAC) meeting was held on March 28 with discussion of 
elements of Valleywide scenarios. 
 
Objective B: Incorporate into regional transportation plans those actions that support and encourage implementation of 
the Regional Blueprint Plan. 
 Blueprint efforts continue in the eight Valley counties.  Counties are developing the elements of the preferred local 

scenarios.  The locally preferred elements will be incorporated into two other Valleywide scenarios to be vetted through 
the BRAC and a local process as well. 
 
Goal 8: Improve understanding by public officials and public of the relationship between investments in 
transportation improvements and economic development. 
 
Objective A: Develop and implement a system for tracking economic development that results from investments in 
transportation improvements. 
 Study of economic impacts of the improvement of Highway 99 will be completed this quarter by Caltrans consultant.  

An effort will be made to contrast economic impacts of federal interstate designation as well.  
 
Goal 9: Implement "intelligent transportation system" (ITS) technologies to assist the region in achieving mobility 
goals. 
 
Objective A: Integrate ITS into all transportation planning and construction projects. 
 Presentation on this topic was made at the March work group meeting.  ITS systems are required in all projects 

constructed with federal funds.  Explanation of 511 system was a part of the briefing as well. 
 
Goal 10: Assure the high-speed rail system, if implemented, supports the San Joaquin Valley in achieving its 
economic, environmental, land use, and mobility goals. 
 
Objective A: Provide tangible benefits and mitigate impacts to the region while assisting the state in meeting 
transportation goals. 
 Consultant represents the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley at Altamont coalition meetings that are 

held in person or by conference call.  Because Pacheco Pass was chosen as the adopted route, many Northern California 
transportation agencies have been meeting to secure guaranteed improvements for the Altamont Pass alignment. 
Consultant provided testimony to Senate Transportation Committee Hearing on High-Speed Rail in Oakland. 
 
Planned Activities by Goal and Objective (for next 3-6 months) 
Goal 1: A 
 Continue project construction and design while seeking additional funding opportunities to include revisiting self-help 

tax in counties without it and all other feasible sources of funding. 
 
Goal 1: B 
 Caltrans and California Public Utility Commission will continue to work with telecommunications providers to facilitate 

conduit installation. Caltrans has identified funding for a study of the economic benefits of interstate designation vs. 
building Highway 99 to freeway capacity. 
 
Goal 1: C 
 Consultant has asked for update at Q2 2008 meeting on this goal. 
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