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Description of Quarter’s Activity/Impact on Partnership  
  
The collaborative San Joaquin Valley Integrated Regional Water Plan Framework Version 1.0 was completed and 
released internally for comment on Oct. 1, 2008. First- and second-round comments were solicited and incorporated into 
the third and final version, released Jan. 23, 2009. The final version will be presented for affirmation and approval to the 
California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley Board of Directors on March 13, 2009, at Harris Ranch. An informational 
webinar for Partnership board members will be held Friday, Feb. 27. Electronic copies of the final water plan may be 
accessed at the Partnership Web site http://www.sjvpartnership.org or the California Water Institute Web site: 
http://www.californiawater.org.    
 
The value added from the Partnership’s water policy work and the development of an eight-county vision is critically 
important as California moves well into the third year of a drought that may well be worse than anything seen in the last 50 
years. Some local Central Valley water districts will receive no project water in 2009 while strict rationing is expected in 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and in many Bay Area water agencies. Californians must become more 
actively involved in water conservation at all levels and to treat water as the limiting resource it is.  
 
More information on drought-related actions may be obtained by linking to the Department of Water Resources Drought 
Preparedness Web site at: http://www.water.ca.gov/drought    
 
 
Planned Activities for next 3-6 months 
 
California Water Institute staff has refined the San Joaquin Valley Integrated Regional Water Plan Framework by 
incorporating comments received from board members, agencies and the public. The final version was released on Jan. 
23, 2009, to widespread distribution. The goal is that the Plan will be used as a living document by Central Valley 
agencies and governments to engage in the Integrated Regional Water Management IRWM initiative sponsored by the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and will proceed forward during 2009 affording access to Proposition 
84 and 1E planning and construction funding. More information may be obtained by accessing the DWR Integrated 
Regional Water Management Web site: http://www.grantsloans.water.ca.gov/grants/irwm/integregio.cfm   
 
 
Challenges/Problems/Bottlenecks/Feedback 
  
Time, money and political resolve continue to be the major issues facing development of viable state water policy. The 
current state budget stall in Sacramento in the face of a severe drought makes it extremely difficult to achieve the 
development of a comprehensive, visionary water policy strategy that meets the needs of all California. It is essential that 
the eight counties of the San Joaquin Valley develop their own vision for an equitable water policy. The San Joaquin 
Valley Water Plan Framework affords an opportunity for that vision.         
 
The California Water Institute will continue its full engagement in the water policy arena with resources at-hand. 
 
A listing of those San Joaquin Valley water leaders that helped develop the Framework follows.   
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San Joaquin Valley Integrated Water Management Plan  
Advisory Committee 

          Name  Title & Organization                  Address Issue Assignment 

Paul Betancourt   Farmer; member Central 
Valley Regional Water Board 

311 N. Goldenrod Ave. 
Kerman, CA 93630-9275 
betancourtunlimited@juno.com

Agriculture, water quality 

Paul Boyer Water and wastewater 
specialist, Self-Help 
Enterprises 

P.O. Box 6520 
Visalia, CA 93290 
paulb@selfhelpenterprises.org

Rural water systems, 
disadvantaged communities 

Steve Chedester  GM, Exchange Contractors 
Authority 

P.O. Box 2115 
Los Banos, CA 93635 
schedester@sbcglobal.net

Water supply, surface water, 
San Joaquin River 
Restoration 

Tim Fisher  Great Valley Center 201 Needham 
Modesto, CA 95354 
tim@greatvalley.org

Land use, energy and air 
quality integration 

Kevin Kaufman  GM, Stockton East WD 
  

P.O. Box 5157 
Stockton, CA 95205 
kkauffman@sewd.net

Water supply, groundwater 
management, banking 

Melinda Marks EO San Joaquin River 
Conservancy 

5469 E. Olive 
Fresno, CA 93727 
Melinda.Marks@sjrc.ca.gov

Ecosystem management 

Frances Mizuno    Assistant ED 
San Luis & Delta-Mendota 
Water Authority 

15990 Kelso Rd. 
Byron, CA 94514 
frances.mizuno@sldmwa.org

Flood management, 
conveyance 

Richard Moss  Vice-President, Provost and 
Pritchard Engineering Group 

3500 W. Orchard Ct 
Visalia, CA 93277-7055 
rmoss@ppeng.com

IRWMP coordination, 
governance 

Bill Van Skike  Mazzei Injector Co. 500 Rooster Dr. 
Bakersfield, CA 93307 
bvanskike@mazzei.net

Urban water supply, private 
sector IRWMP participation 

David Guy  Yosemite Association P.O. Box 230 
 El Portal, CA 95318 
dguy@yosemite.org

Ex-Officio, Valley Water Plan 
guidance 

Sarge Green  California Water Institute  6014 N. Cedar Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93710 
sgreen@csufresno.edu

Congressional Valley Water 
plan staff 

Jim Tischer  California Water Institute 6014 N. Cedar Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93710 
jtischer@csufresno.edu

Partnership Water Work 
Group staff 
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California Partnership for San Joaquin Valley 
Water Policy Working Group 

Leadership Caucus 
 

Name Title & Organization Address Partnership Assignment 

Fritz Grupe  CEO, Grupe Companies 
  

16175 Ray Road.  
Lodi, CA 95240 
CSimon@grupeco.com

Deputy Chair 

Ray Watson  4th District Supervisor 
Kern County Board of 
Supervisors 

1115 Truxton Ave.  #504 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
RayWatson@co.kern.ca..us

Water Work Group Convener 

Leroy Ornellas  5th District Supervisor 
San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors 

222 E. Weber Ave. # 701 
Stockton, CA 95202 
lornellas@sjgov.org

Board Member 

Sunne McPeak  Executive Director 
California Emerging 
Technologies Fund 

3476 Torlano Ct. 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
sunnemcpeak@yahoo.com

Board Member 

Gene Voiland     11108 Torbay Dr. 
Bakersfield, CA 93311 
llvejv@sbcglobal.net

Board Member 

DeeDee D’Adamo  Senior Policy Advisor 
Congressman Dennis 
Cardoza 

1010 10th St. Suite 5800 
Modesto, CA  95354 
ddadamo@earthlink.net

Board Member 

Ron Addington  CEO, San Joaquin 
County Business Council 

2800 W. March Lane #473 
Stockton, CA 95219 
raddington@sjpnet.org

Adviser 

Sarge Green  California Water Institute  6014 N. Cedar Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93710 
sgreen@csufresno.edu

Water Work Group Staff  

Jim Tischer  California Water Institute 6014 N. Cedar Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93710 
jtischer@csufresno.edu

Water Work Group Staff 
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