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Dairy Cares 



Created in 2001, Dairy Cares addresses 

dairy environmental stewardship issues. 

Dairy Cares is:
 California Dairies, Inc.

 Dairy Farmers of America, WAC      

 Land O’ Lakes, Inc.

 Hilmar Cheese Company

 Joseph Gallo Farms

 Kraft Foods

 HP Hood, LLC

 Producers Bar 20 Dairy 

 Western United Dairymen

 Milk Producers Council

 California Dairy Campaign  

 California Farm Bureau Federation

 California Cattlemen’s Association

 Dairy Institute of California

 Ruan Transport Corporation

 Bank of the West



Strive to ensure the 
long-term sustainability 

of California dairy families 
through strong 

environmental 
stewardship, 
responsible 

animal care, and 
adherence to the core 
values of honesty, 

ethics, diligence, and 
community.

The Dairy Cares mission:



Sustainability in action

 Dairy families understand—and take seriously—their important responsibility to 
be good stewards of the land, natural resources and animals in their care. 
Conservation, preservation, re-use and recycling are fundamental values in 
dairy communities.



Responsible environmental practices

Dairy Cares about air quality
“San Joaquin Valley dairy farmers have reduced 
smog-forming emissions from their farms by more 
than 30 percent over the past four years.  We 
know more today than ever before about these 
emissions and how to control them, thanks to a 
cooperative effort of researchers, air district 
scientists, and support from dairy organizations.”

Seyed Sadredin
Air Pollution Control Officer
San Joaquin Valley Unified 

Air Pollution Control District



Harnessing nature’s power

A one megawatt photovoltaic system will 

annually reduce GHG emissions that are 

the equivalent of:

• 297 passenger vehicles driven for one 

year

• 446 tons of waste recycled instead of 

landfilled

• 1.5 million pounds of coal burned

• 208 homes’ electricity use for one year



Protecting the water we share

Dairy Cares about water quality
California dairies operate 

under the most 
comprehensive and 
stringent water quality 
regulations in the nation.

Dairy farmers carefully 
manage their application 
of cow manure – a nutrient-
rich natural fertilizer – to 
crops to prevent groundwater contamination.

Samples of soil, water and plant tissues are 
routinely gathered and analyzed to ensure proper 
management is continuing.



Protecting the water we share
Central Valley Dairy Representative 

Monitoring Program (CVDRMP)
 CVDRMP includes 443 monitoring wells on 42 dairies, 

providing more than 16,000 data points annually.

 Analyze data, report findings, 
study issues, and make recommendations                     
to improve groundwater protection.

 Better information, better
protection, enhanced water
quality.

 Unprecedented and by far the                              most 
comprehensive agricultural                         water-quality 
protection program                              in the U.S.



Greenhouse gas reductions
Dairy Cares about climate change

 California dairies represent just 4% of statewide emissions.

 Greenhouse gases contribute to global climate change, with 
the vast majority coming from fossil fuel combustion.

 The U.S. and California dairy community is a rare and major 
success story, reducing its carbon footprint by 63% in the 
past 65 years.

 Reductions realized through 
efficiencies on the farm. Led by 
California, North American dairies have the 
have the lowest carbon footprint per 
unit of milk produced in the world.

 Further reductions can be 
achieved through the on-farm 
generation of renewable energy
and transportation fuel.

Dairy methane digester



Greenhouse gas reductions



National Dairy FARM Program

Dairy Cares about animal welfare and 
well-being
The dairy community 

initiated the Dairy FARM 

Program to demonstrate its 
commitment to animal care.

Dairies are evaluated 
according to best care                           
practices developed by                       leading 
veterinarians.                                         

Independent, third-party 
verification ensures 
program integrity.  



Important to communities

Dairy Cares about communities
California dairy families are an integral part of 

communities across the state of California.

California dairies – large and 
small – are family farms, most                               
of which have been farmed                                   
for generations.

Dairy accounts for 190,000                              
jobs and $65 billion in                               
economic activity in the                               
Golden State.



More information?

Sustainability Brochure 

Websites/social media

Profiles in Sustainability
video series

DairyCares.com



Questions?
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