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Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability

Leadership Counsel fundamentally shifts the dynamics that have created the stark 

inequality that impacts California’s low income, rural regions. Based in the San 

Joaquin and Eastern Coachella Valleys, we work alongside the most impacted 

communities to advocate for sound policy and eradicate injustice to secure equal 

access to opportunity regardless of wealth, race, income, and place.

Through community organizing, research, legal representation, and policy 

advocacy, we impact land use and transportation planning, shift public investment 

priorities, guide environmental policy, and promote the provision of basic 

infrastructure and services.



Recent High-Profile Examples Of 
Substandard Housing In The San 
Joaquin Valley 



Summerset



Hotel California



Health Impacts Associated With Substandard 
Housing

• Asthma

• Cardiovascular 

Disease

• Exposure to carbon 

monoxide

• Lead Exposure 

(affecting > one million 

children in U.S.)

• Tuberculosis

• Respiratory Infection

• Hypertension

• Mesothelioma

• Lung Cancer

• Bronchial obstruction

• Accidental 

injury/death

• Inadequate Nutrition

• Anxiety

• Depression

• Hypertension

Sources: JAMES KRIEGER, DONNA L. HIGGINS, Housing and Health: Time Again for 
Public Health Action, American Journal of Public Health (May 2002); California’s 
San Joaquin Valley: A Region And Its Children Under Stress, Sierra Health 
Foundation (January 2017).



Barriers To Reporting Substandard Housing

• Fear Of Retaliation

• Immigration Status

• Lack of Knowledge of Rights

• Unavailability of Other Options (Lack of Affordable 

Housing)



Possible Solutions – Rental Inspection 

• Regular rental inspection can overcome the barriers to tenant-reporting, 

ensuring that substandard housing is identified and that the owner makes 

needed repairs.

• Madera & Fresno have passed rental inspection ordinances this year.



Madera’s Rental Inspection Ordinance

• Reasons It Passed:

• Engagement and support of:

• Local Residents

• City Council and Mayor 

• City Staff

• Property Owners (Landlords and Realtor’s Associations)

• Recommended Improvements To Process: Engage local tenants and tenants’ 

advocates early on.  (e.g., Arvin)



Good Things About Madera’s Rental Inspection 
Ordinance

• It passed!

• Baseline Inspection Required – all units must be inspected (with exception of 

newer construction) before self-certification is permitted.

• Self-Certification: in conjunction with a baseline inspection, can be an adequate 

compromise between cost to landlords and rights of tenants.

• Contains provisions allowing the City to require owners to pay for repairs, pay 

for relocation costs for displaced residents, and request expedited placement by 

housing authority.



Things That Should Be Improved In Madera 
Housing Inspection Ordinance

• Implementation Schedule: Implementation starts with units built in 1970 and 

prior.  Goes to 1980 and prior after 3 years.  Another decade added every three 

years until full implementation.

• Provisions meant to protect displaced tenants are permissive rather than 

mandatory (relocation assistance and housing authority priority).

• Only 10% of units in self-certification program subject to verification inspection.



Next Steps for Madera

• Strong and Speedy Implementation Of Inspection Ordinance: 

schedule can be accelerated.

• Education: City is putting together a community education 

program aimed at better informing landlords and tenants of 

program and rights.

• Develop programs to prevent retaliation.

• Improve communication between City and Housing Authority.



Relationship To Affordable Housing Availability

• Housing Costs in the Central Valley are High: According to the Census Bureau, 

in every county in the San Joaquin Valley, more than 40% of residents of every 

SJV county pay more than 30% of their income on housing. 

• Lack of available affordable housing exacerbates the effects of retaliation.

• More competition increases pressure on owners to make needed repairs and 

offer amenities.

• Resources/Strategies Include: Sustainable Communities funding (SGC providing 

TA), Community Development Block Grants, Inclusionary Zoning.

• Work with affordable housing builders: e.g., Self Help Enterprises, Habitat for 

Humanity, etc.



Other Strategies

• Inclusionary Zoning

• Requires new developments to contain a percentage of affordable housing.

• More than 170 jurisdictions in Southern California and on the Coast have employed 

strategy effectively.  As far as we are aware, no jurisdiction in the Central Valley has 

adopted inclusionary zoning.

• Strong Housing Elements

• Should address substandard and affordable housing.

• Bill running that will direct AG to enforce and provide resources



Other Strategies Continued

• Development Impact Fees

• Increase Resources For Code Enforcement (e.g., one part-time code enforcement 

officer in Fresno County)

• Support State Efforts to provide funding and policy reforms to address 

affordable housing and code enforcement.

• Rent Control (e.g., High Speed Rail effects)


